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• The Renewable Fuel Standard: 36 billion gallons 
by 2022

• Biodiesel: minimum requirement of 1 billion 
gallons, maximum undetermined

• Outstanding Issues

– Tax policy

– Environmental policy

– Farm Bill

Biodiesel and the RFS



EISA Renewable Fuel Standard
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Corn Ethanol: 

maximum 15 bgy

Biomass-based Diesel: 

maximum = ?

Biofuel from Cellulose: 

16 bgy, 2022 

Technology-neutral Advanced Biofuel:

maximum = ?



Biodiesel in the United States
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U.S. biodiesel production, according to EIA

Biodiesel consumption 

mandated by EISA

The difference between estimated 2007 production and the 2009 EISA mandate = 328 million 

gallons; this difference is nearly twice (1.9 times) 2007 production levels.



Acres to Biofuels

• 1 acre soybeans = 60 gallons biodiesel

• 1 acre canola = 77 gallons biodiesel

• 1 acre palm = 587 gallons biodiesel

• 1 acre corn = 439 gallons ethanol

• 1 acre sugar cane = 600 gallons ethanol

Source: DuPont



Biodiesel and the $1 tax credit
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Source: EPA



Farm Bill

Moving beyond
soy to….

Jatropha?

Algae?



Conclusions

• RFS: support for vastly increased 
biofuels production

• 2009 Biodiesel requirement to offer 
support for domestic industry

• Outstanding tax and environmental 
issues to be addressed on the Farm 
Bill


